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DIWALI FESTIVAL 
Statement by Member for Jandakot 

MR Y. MUBARAKAI (Jandakot) [12.58 pm]: Today, the Indian community all over the world celebrates 
Diwali, commonly known as the Festival of Lights—a celebration of the sentiments of light over darkness, 
knowledge over ignorance and good over evil. It is a time during which Hindus from around the world light 
traditional lamps and pray for peace and prosperity, and ask the Lord to dispel ignorance and bring spiritual 
enlightenment. 
Over the weekend, I was pleased to see a strong presence of ministers and members, including Premier Mark McGowan, 
at the Swan Festival of Lights—a flagship event on the Perth cultural calendar—and at the BAPS Diwali 
celebrations held here at Parliament House. I was also filled with pride at the weekend as we celebrated the launch 
of Piara Masala, a celebration of Indian culture in Piara Waters. This is a joint festival with the City of Armadale’s 
Community Safety Day. I would like to acknowledge the staff at the City of Armadale and Mayor Henry Zelones, 
as well as the president of the Piara Punjab Club, Raj Paul, and volunteer Naresh Shah, who have worked hard to 
bring this event to fruition in a very short time from inception. This event was well attended by the residents of 
the Jandakot community. The day began with a wonderful welcome to country by Indigenous elder Nigel Wilkes, 
with words of support to the new migrant community encouraging harmonious integration of culture and people. 
Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and it makes Jandakot a great place in which to live. 
I also recently had the privilege of working with chairman Joe Zhang and vice chairman Herbert He of the 
Canning Vale–based Australia China Youth Business Association. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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